
Maui County Fair – 2026 
Student Media Contest  
Date: Saturday, October 3, 2026 
Location: War Memorial Gymnasium – Editing Tables & 

Chairs Provided 
Registration Begins: 10:00 AM 
Prompt Release: 10:30 AM (all categories) 
Entry Deadline: 4:00 PM 

 

Overview 
The Maui County Fair Student Media Contest gives Elementary, Middle, and High School 
students the chance to create original media projects under real-world deadlines. Students will 
receive their prompts the morning of the event, then produce and edit their entries on-site. 
Categories cover film, photography, design, and social media, with judging by experienced 
media professionals. 

 

General Rules & Regulations 
●​ Eligibility: Open to Elementary, Middle, and High School students. Judging will be by 

division. 
●​ Teams: Some categories allow teams; others are individual. See category descriptions. 
●​ Prompt Timing: All prompts, topics, footage, and required assets will be released at 9:30 

AM. 
●​ Time Limit: Each category has its own maximum length or size—entries over the limit 

will be disqualified. 
●​ Original Work: All footage, photos, graphics, and recordings must be created during the 

contest period. No stock, AI-generated creative elements, or pre-existing media allowed. 
●​ Music: Use only copyright-free or provided music. 
●​ Format: Export video entries in MP4 or MOV, H.264 codec, under 150 MB. Graphic 

entries should be JPEG, under 150 MB. 
●​ Submission: Upload via the contest’s Google Form before the deadline. Late 

submissions will not be judged for awards but may receive feedback. 
●​ Ownership: By entering, participants grant the Maui County Fair permission to use 

submissions for future promotional purposes. 
●​ Equipment & Facility Care: Participants are responsible for the safety and security of 

their own belongings. Any damage to property, facilities, or equipment—whether 
provided by the Maui County Fair, the venue, or other participants—caused by a 
participant’s actions is the responsibility of that participant and their parent/guardian.​
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Contest Categories 

Category Description Max 
Length 

Team 
Size 

Orientation 

Feature Story Create a news-style story on a 
provided topic using interviews, 
b-roll, and narration. 

90 seconds Up to 4 Landscape 

Commercial – 
Live Action 

Produce an advertisement for a 
provided topic using live 
footage. 

30 seconds Up to 4 Landscape 

PSA – Live 
Action 

Produce a Public Service 
Announcement on a provided 
community issue. 

30 seconds Up to 6 Landscape 

Photo Essay Tell a story with 6 original 
photos arranged in a single 
image sequence (1080x1920). 

N/A Up to 2 Varies 

Short Film Create a film using a provided 
title and required prop. 

2 minutes Up to 6 Landscape 

Social Media 
Master 

Create a vertical video for a 
provided social media challenge. 

30 seconds Up to 2 Vertical 

Fair Promo 
Video 

Produce a video highlighting and 
promoting the Maui County Fair. 

60 seconds Up to 6 Landscape or 
Vertical 

Vertical Tutorial Create a vertical tutorial video 
that teaches a provided skill or 
tip. 

60 seconds Up to 6 Vertical 

 

Judging Criteria 
Judges will evaluate entries based on: 

●​ Concept / Creativity – Originality and innovation of the idea. 
●​ Storytelling & Clarity – How clearly the message or story is communicated. 
●​ Technical Execution – Quality of lighting, audio, editing, and composition. 
●​ Closeness to Topic – How well the entry follows the prompt and category rules. 
●​ Rules Compliance – Following all contest requirements, deadlines, and file formats. 
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Schedule Saturday, October 3, 2026 
10:00 Fair Gates Open/Registration at the Gymnasium  
10:30 Prompts released on themauifair.com/studentmediacontest 
3:00 Submissions Due 
3:15 Celebration of Videos 
4:00 Pau - Feel free to stay and enjoy the fair 

Registration (Register by 2:30 p.m. on September 23) 
●​ Complete the registration form: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1G1ZkaP1MtEYOvwNo5CJ3FHBzeZAlvLRnP5
-DX7C_Yso/edit?usp=sharing 

●​ Email the completed form to jdonisobe@gmail.com by 2:30 p.m. on September 21. 
●​ Fair admission tickets will be delivered to your school by September 29. 
●​ Bring all signed waivers to check-in on October 3. 
●​ Each participant will receive a badge at registration. 
●​ Enter as many categories as you'd like, including multiple entries in the same category. 
●​ Lead teachers will receive a confirmation email on September 30. 

 

Awards 
Results will be announced via email. 
All entries will receive feedback from an industry professional. 
Prizes will be awarded for each category in each division: 

●​ 1st Place: $100 check to your media program 
●​ 2nd Place: $50 check to your media program 
●​ 3rd Place: $25 check to your media program 

 

WiFi and Power 
We are working on securing WiFi and power access. Final details will be confirmed via email. 
 
 

Main Contact 
 
Jaydon Isobe - Student Media Contest Chair 
jdon.isobe@gmail.com  
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Participant Waiver Form 
Maui County Fair – Student Media Contest​
Date: October 3, 2026  |  9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
 
Student Name: ___________________________________________ 
​
School: _________________________________________________  Grade: _______________​
 
Division:    ☐ Elementary     ☐ Middle      ☐ High​
 
Category Entered: ________________________________________ 

 
 
Parent/Guardian Consent & Waiver​
 
I have read and understand the rules and requirements of the Maui County Fair Student Media 
Contest. I give permission for my child to participate in the event on October 4, 2025, and agree 
to the following: 

●​ I understand that my child’s entry must be created entirely during the contest period using 
only original materials.​
 

●​ I grant the Maui County Fair and its affiliated organizations permission to use my child’s 
entry, name, likeness, and school name for promotional purposes in any media format 
without further compensation.​
 

●​ I acknowledge that participation is voluntary and that the Maui County Fair, its 
organizers, sponsors, and venue are not responsible for any injury, loss, or damage that 
may occur during participation.​
 

●​ I accept full responsibility for any damage to property, facilities, or equipment—whether 
provided by the Maui County Fair, the venue, or other participants—caused by my child’s 
actions during the event.​
 

●​ I understand that my child is responsible for the safety and security of any personal 
belongings or equipment brought to the contest.​
 

 
 
Parent/Guardian Name (Print): _________________________________Date: _______________ 
​
Parent/Guardian Signature:  _______________________________________________________​
 
Contact Phone: ______________________  Email: ____________________________________ 
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